




























census) in contrast to the national figure of 2.23 employees per 1,000 
inhabitants. Although the figures above show 1.21 police employees 
for each 1,000 urban inhabitants during 1953 in Minnesota, police 
protection is much less because of the following factors: police em
ployees generally work in three shifts, days off are taken for illness 
and vacations, and time is spent in performing administrative functions. 

TABLE 16. CRIMES CLEARED BY ARREST, 1953. 

Offense Offenses Offenses reQorted cleared 
known Number Percent 

ALL OFFENSES 
Total 25,725 7,060 27.4 

Murder, non-negligent manslaughter 34 32 94. 1 
Manslaughter by negligence 65 5~ 86.2 
Rape 217 175 80. 7 
Robbery 607 179 29. 5 
Aggravated assault 200 163 81.5 
Burglary 6,386 1, 664 26.3 
Larceny-$50 and over 3,464 673 19.4 
Larceny-under $50 12,019 3, 053 25.4 
Auto theft 2,783 1,065 38.3 

URBAN OFFENSES 
Total 21, 788 5, 537 25.4 

Murder, non-negligent manslaughter 16 15 98. 8 
Manslaughter by negligence 54 46 85. 2 
Rape 136 102 75.0 
Robbery 541 144 26.6 
Aggravated assault 143 112 78. 3 
Burglary 4,774 1, 108 28.l 
Larceny-$50 and over 2,701 462 l '7. 1 
Larceny--under $50 10, 973 2,661 24.3 
Auto theft 2,450 89-2 86.4 

RURAL OFFENSES 
Total 3,937 1,523 38.7 

Murder, non-negligent manslaughter is 17 94.4 
Manslaughter by negligence 11 10 90. 9 
Rape ' 81 73 90. 1 
Robbery 66 35 53. 0 
Aggravated assault 57 51 89.5 
Burglary 1, 562 561 35,9 
Larceny--$50 and over 763 211 27. 7 
Larceny--under $50 1,046 392 37.5 
Auto theft 333 173 52. 0 
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JUDICIAL CRIMINAL STATISTICS 

The number of defendants disposed of in district courts for all 
offenses during 1953 was 1,838,- representing an increase of 1.9 per
cent over the 1,804 reported for 1952. A total of 1,699, or 92.4 
percent, of the 1,838 defendants were convicted. Only 62, or 3.7 
percent, of the 1,699 de-fondants convicted were found guilty by jury 
or court. The remaining 1,637 1 or 96.3 percent, were convicted by 
pleas of guilty. · 

Defendants demanded trial by jury in 96, or 5.2 percent, of the 
1,838 cases. Only 51, or 53.1 percent, of these 96 defendants were 
found guilty by the juries. Defendants charged with crimes against 
persons (homicide, rape, and aggravated assault) demanded trial by 
jury in 14.9 percent of the cases while only 4.0 percent of those 
charged with other crimes were tried by jury. Trial by court after 
waiver of jury occurred 13 times during 1953. The courts found the 
defendants guilty in 11 of these 13 cases. 

Only 24, or 1.3 percent, of the 1,838 defendants were reported 
prosecuted by grand jury indictment. The remaining 1,814 were charged 
by information. 

District courts are the courts that have original jurisdiction 
over felony cases inMinnesota. During 1953, all 87 derks of district 
court reported on individual case cards dispositions of defendants 
charged by indictment, information, or affidavit with criminal offenses. 
In cases where an apparent single united court action resulted in 
several convictions, the defendant was assigned to the most serious 
offense of which convicted. If the defendant was not convicted, he 
was assigned to the most serious offense of which charged. Defendants 
prosecuted in two different court actions during the year were counted 
twice. Figures on district court dispositions showing type of dis
position, by offense, are shown in table 17. 

The type of sentence imposed on the 1,699 convicted defendants 
is shown in table 18. Almost 50 percent of all defendants convicted 
were placed on probation or given a suspended sentence. Defendants 
convicted of abandonment, considered a felony under Minnesota law, 
received probation sentences in 79 percent of the cases. Only 25 
percent of all defendants convicted received prison or reformatory 
sentences. Four offense groups: robbery, burglary, larceny, and 
auto theft accounted for 78 percent of all commitments to the Youth 
Conservation Commission. Of the 181 youths sentenced to the Youth 
Conservation Commission 101, or 55.8 percent, were committed to a 
reformatory by July 1, 1954. 



'H 
0 "O 

I(!) 
"O (/) 111 
(!) ,-I 111 
(/) •..-1 
0 El 
(/) 

i5 <I! ..... 
0 
~ 

(I) 
(/) 

~ 
'H 
'H 
0 

"""CV:, ooot-"'d',-IO-,QOQOWW.-tc-.lc-.'IOeC>Ott:>O'> oe--101:-woo 

c-.1 IN c:;;.;"°c:;;i:-'.''°c-ie-i'°(O...iic:i«N~ooooi::-:e-i 
o-, o-, ...,.t:-oommooc,-,c,c,-,o-,c,-,c,-,oooc,-,oooooo-> 

~~r;:;lO<N~di 
000-,00-,0-,00 

.-i ,-t ..... ,....,.... 

.-t a> I I I ,.... .-t I I ,-1 Cs! I I .-1 .-1 I I ,.... I .-1 Cs! ..... I e--:i I I I I I 

,-1 ,-1 .-1tcv:,cv:>C'-1t-1.t:>O">i:v:>,-1f tcv:>I 1.-tcv:>to e--11 tes1..i,,-1,-1 u:,"""' ..... 

It- 00 .-lt-i:v:>,-tt:-oooot-""'4.-IWO-,O!t-0-,....,.,:V:,CV:,C,-, 0000.-IC\l(OOOW 
c,:,""" c-;iooo-,.....,C\lc:v:,e--1.....,.-101:- .-1c:-.1,-100 c:-.1...-tc:-.1"""""" .......... 
CD c,:, C\'ICQ.-1...-4 ...-4 c-;i ...-4 

.,..;-.-t 

0-, 00 C\lt-tl:'0.001.t:>i:v:>1t-O-,C\1tt,c:::,"'<1't--a>CCW....,. ..... Oo...-t..i<oa>t-
0-, O') C\1000 l.t:,C,:,...:flC,:,-..jl .......... t:- ,-!C\1,-10 C,:,C\'IC\1-<!'1.t:> .......... 
w CQ ..... C\1<:Q,-1.-1 ..... CQ ..... 

,_r.,,.: 

o-, oo ..., I I I I cv:i I ,-1 I I I I e--:i I I .-1 I I ..... .-1 I I I I I I 

c:-.1 .-1 I I I I I I I I I I I .-1 I I I I I I .-i ...-t I I I I I I 

1.t:> oo c:-.1c-;i"<1'cv:iC\11.t:1c:-.10.-1 l.-1.-1"<!' I I I l,-tt- ,-t I lc:-.1""" I I 
""" i:v:, ..... 

i:v:> c,-, I I lt0.-i.-1toto1.t:>1.t:> two I .-i.-1 l,-t"'<ll i:v:>.-1 I I I I I 
00 te.· ..... ..... ..... .......... 

a,~ i:v:,c:-.1...,.c,-,c:v:>o-,0011:-~1.t:1.-1oow I ,-tC\1 I es1c,:, u:,,-4 I c:-.1""" I I 
c,:, ..... ,-4C\1 ..... C\1 ..... ..... ..... 

~ ;!: 1.t:>0-,~~~~~i~~~~~t-~~~~~ ~~~~:~~ 
00 l0 ..... (NC:V:,,-4,-4 ..... CV:, ..... 

,..: ~--

- 24 -

-------------------------------_,,,,~ 
TABLE 18. SENTENCE OF DEFENDANTS CONVICTED BY OFFENSE, 195, 

Prison Prob. or Jail Fine or Offense Total and Yee suspended or costs 
reform. sentence wkhs. only 

Total 1,699 422 181 844 173 79 
Major offenses-total 1, 398 400 181 647 146 24 

Murder 2 2 
Manslaughter 7 5 1 1 
Crim. negligence, traffic 26 3 2 13 5 8 Rape 85 26 11 41 7 
Robb-ery 100 43 27 24 6 
Aggravated assault 55 19 4 29 1 2 Burglary 238 78 35 106 13 1 Larceny 847 77 40 189 84 7 Auto theft 

fraud 1 129 80 89 49 8 8 Embezzlement and 142 8 2 77 ,9 6 
Receiving stolen property 16 3 8 3 2 Forgery 110 41 10 61 8 Sex, except rape 74 80 4 34 6 
Narcotics 7 3 4 
Abortion 9 2 6 1 
Arson 16 5 1 9 1 Escape 26 22 8 1 
Other major offenses 14 3 2 6 8 

Minor offenses-total 301 22 197 27 66 
Abandonment or desertion 130 22 102 6 
Non-support 20 17 3 
Des true tio~ of property 21 20 1 Game laws 44 18 4 22 
Liquor laws 50 22 6 22 Minor assault 19 12 3 4 Other minor offenses 17 6 6 6 

1 Inc ZwI.es ckec k f't'O/Uds. 

Deferrdants less than 21 years of age amounted to 23. 2 percent of 
all dispositions during 1953. The most frequent age was 18, followed 
by ages 19 and 21. The median age was 27.6 years for all offenses. 
Defendants charged with auto theft were the youngest with a median age 
of 21.6. Table 19 shows age data on defendants. 

Female defendants accounted £qr ;pnly 4. 5 p_ercen~ of iall the 
dispositions in district courts during 1953. Larceny and forgery were 
the two offenses for which females were most frequently taken into the 
district court. The non-white race was responsible for 138, or 7.5 
percent, of the total dispositions. Indians were defendants most 
often in burglary and auto theft cases. The Negro race was charged 
most often with the offense of larceny. Table 20 shows sex and race 
of defendants by offense class. 

The relationship between county population and the number of de
fendants disposed of in district courts is shown in table 21. The 
proportion of dispositions is high in Hennepin, Ramsey, and St. Louis 
counties compared with respective population proportions. Conversely, 
the 84 other counties group accounts for only 51.7 percent of the 
defendants disposed of as against 56. 7 percent of the total population. 
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TABLE 19. AGE OF DEFENDANTS DISPOSED OF IN DI STRJ CT COURTS BY OFFENSE, 195, 

1'1 & 
Offense Total under 18 19 20 21 

Total 1. 838 53 148 ,117 65 74 

Major ~ffenses-total l, 514 42 146 112, 68 71 

Murder 5 - - - ' - -
Manslaughter 9 2. - - - ---
Crim. negUgence, traffic 80 - 1 2: 1 1 
Rape 94 4 '12 10 5 6 
Robbery 103 5 11 13: 11 9 
Aggravated assault 64 3. - 1 3 2 
Burglary 251 3.: 41 35 12 21 
Larceny 374 10 · 39 21 20 12 
Auto theft 2 

185 12 27 17 5 9 
Embezzlement and fraud _ 147 1 . " 3 1 1 2 
Receiving sto).en property 17 - - 1 . 1 -
Forgery · . 118 1 9 7 2 1 
Sex, e.xcept· rape 90 1 2 2 - 1 
Narcotics 7 - - - - :1 
Abortion 10•_: - - - - -
Arson 18 - -- - - 1 -
Escape 2~. ·~ j - 1 1 6 
Other maj o_r offenses 16 - 1 1 - -

Minor offenses-total 324 '' 11 2 5 2 8 

Abandonment or desertion 146~- - - - - 1 
Non-support 21 - - 1 - -
Destruction of property 21 9 - 2 2 -
Game laws 46 1 . 1 i - 1 
Liquor laws 54 - - - - - lo; 
Minor .as_saul.t 19. 1 1 ,1' - --
Other minor offenses 17: - . - - - -
1 Neaian not caLcuLatea 7J.Jhen nwm_be,r of cases ms L~ss'tliart 20-. 
2 Includes check fr(JA,Jj),s. · 
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TABLE 21. DISTRICT COURT DISPOSITIONS COMPARED 
WITH MINNESOTA POPULATION BV COUNTY, 195, 

Po:Qula t ion i (15 years & over)_ Defendants 
County Number Percent Number 

Total 2, 158, 584 100.0 1,838 
Hennepin 515,719 23. 9 459 
Ramsey 265, 113 12. 3 267 
St. Louis 152,552 7. 1 162 
84 other counties 1,225,200 56.7 950 

1 Based on 1950 aecenniai census. 

diS:QOSed of 
Percent 

100,0 
25. 0 
14. 5 

8. 8 
51. 7 

The time that elapses between filing and disposition of a cr1m1-
nal case and the time interval between final plea and disposition have 
been analyzed in table 22. One-half of all defendants were disposed 
of in 1953 in less than 20 days, the median time. Although all de
fendants were disposed of in about 20 days on the average; those 
defendants who entered a plea of guilty were disposed of in 16 days, 
while those who went to jury or court trial averaged 40 days. A median 
time of 71 days was taken for dismissals. 

TABLE 22. TIME ELAPSED IN DISPOSITION OF DEFENDANTS 
av COUNTY AND DISPOSITION, 195, 

Median time (dars) 
Hennepin Ramsey St. Louis 

Interval Total county county county 

Filing to disposition 
All defendants 2-0 -43 28 2 

Dismissed 71 30 
Tried 40 45 
Plead guilty 16 43 22 1 

Final plea to disposition 
All defendants 8 37 15 1 

Dismissed 40 29 • 
Tried 35 45 • 
Plead guilty 1 87 14 1 

*Median not shoun uil,ere number of cases was iess than 20. 

Other 
counties 

3 

106 
37 
1 

1 

58 
26 

1 

The median time elapse between final plea and disposition was 
three days for all defendants, one day for defendants who plead guilty, 
35 days for defendants who were tried, and 40 days for defendants 
whose cases were dismissed. 

There is a wide difference among counties in the median time 
that elapses between filing of the information or indictment and the 
final plea. It took a median of 43 days to dispose of a case in 
Hennepin County, followed by Ramsey County with 23 days. The 84 other 
counties took an average of three days and St. Louis County took only 

two days. Differences between counties in the time it takes to dis
pose of a case can probably be accounted for by two factors: differ
ences in workload and differences in amount of time taken for pre
sentence investigation. 

TABLE 2,. DISPOSITION OF DEFENDANTS BV COUNTY, 195, and 1952 

County 

Total 
Aitkin 
Anoka 
Becker 
Beltrami 
Benton 
Big Stone 
Blue Earth 
Brown 
Carlton 
Carver 
Cass 
Chippewa 
Chisago 
Clay 
Clearwater 
Cook 
Cottonwood 
Crow Wing 
Dakota 
Dodge 
Douglas 
Faribault 
Fillmore 
Freeborn 
Goodhue 
Grant 
Hennepin 
Houston 
Hubbard 
Isanti 
Itasca 
Jackson 
Kanabec 
Kandiyohi 
Kittson 
Koochiching 
Lac qui Parle 
Lake 
Lake of the Woods 
Lesueur 
Lincoln 
Lyon 
McLeod 

1953 

1,888 
22 
7 

11 
20 
11 
4 

11 
9 

35 
6 

24 
8 
8 

25 
12 

9 
7 

22 
31 

4 
12 
12 
10 
20 
81 

5 
459 

8 
7 
2 

27 
5 

10 
6 
2 

19 
0 
7 
1 
4 

18 
28 
13 

1952 County 

1,804 
21 

8 
17 
40 

8 
3 

25 
14 
48 

6 
29 

3 
11 
80 
17 

4 
6 

23 
34 

8 
19 
10 
11 
24 
82 

5 
896 

7 
11 

2 
26 

5 
1 
9 
1 
8 
6 
3 
1 

15 
8 

25 
11 

Mahnomen 
Marshall 
Martin 
Meeker 
Mille Lacs 
Morrison 
Mower 
Murray 
Nicollet 
Nobles 
Norman 
Olmsted 
Otter Tail 
Pennington 
Pine 
Pipestone 
Polk 
Pope 
Ramsey 
Red Lake 
Redwood 
Renville 
Rice 
Rock 
Rosei1u 
St. Louis 
Scott 
Sherburne 
Sibley 
Stearns 
Steele 
Stevens 
Swift 
Todd 
Traverse 
Wabasha 
Wadena 
Waseca 
Washington 
Watonwan 
Wilkin 
Winona. 
Wright 
Yellow Medicine 

- ')Q -

1958 

5 
7 

13 
1 
9 

12 
18 

1 
1 

14 
4 

81 
32 
4 

18 
3 

15 
1 

267 
2 
2 

14 
14 

8 
8 

162 
4 

12 
1 

28 
8 
8 
8 

27 
6 
7 

14 
6 

15 
8 
5 

27 
14 

2 

1952 

'7 
"1 

15 
5 

11 
11 
21 

5 
2 
7 
1 

29 
24 
10 
18 

3 
14 

4 
267 

1 
7 
1 

17 
10· 

8 
161 

15 
18 

6 
30 
8 
2 
5 

15 
2 
9 
5 
7 

11 
1 
2 

19 
8 
4 

1 
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FINGERPRINT ARREST DATA 

Minnesota agencies forwarded 4,424 fingerprint arrest records 
during 1953-54 consisting of 641 records of persons printed for the 
same offense by more than one agency while in custody (duplicates), 
136 sleeper and other noncriminal prints, and 3,647 different records 
of persons charged with criminal offenses. The 3,647 different rec
ords, including both old and new subjects, are classified by sex and 
offense charged in table 24. The female sex accounted for only 253, 
or 6.9 percent, of the 3,647 Minnesota arrests. Both sexes were 
charged most often with larceny. Next to larceny females were printed 
most often for prostitution. The second most frequent offense for 
males was drunkenness. 

TABLE 2!1-. SEX OF ARRESTS1 BV OFFENSE, 195,-5ij 

Sex 
Q:Uense charged Total Male Female 

Total 
Criminal homicide 
Robbery 
Aggravated assault 
Burglary, breaking or entering 
Larceny 
Auto theft 
Embezzlement and fraud 
Stolen property; buying, etc. 
Arson 
Forgery and counterfeiting 
Rape, including carnal knowledge 
Prostitution and commercialized vice 
Other sex offenses 
Narcotic drug laws 
Weapons; carrying, etc. 
Offenses against family 
Liquor laws 
Driving while intoxicated 
Other traffic laws 
Disorderly conduct 
Drunkenness 
Vagrancy 
Minor assault 
Investigation 
All other offenses 

8,647 
44 

130 
76 

278 
615 
153 
198 

10 
9 

95 
112 

46 
179 
14 
31 

118 
87 

148 
109 
109 
304 

99 
94 

845 
804 

3,894 
43 

122 
72 

276 
nA2 
152 
175 

10 
9 

87 
112 

8 
171 

14 
80 

112 
36 

148 
109 
103 
284 

76 
91 

312 
285 

1 Excludes 6~1 duplicate arrest prints and 136 noncriminal or 
"sLeeper" prints. 

253 

1 
8 
4 
2 

53 
1 

23 

8 

88 
8 

1 
1 
1 

6 
20 
23 

3 
83 
19 

Persons 18 years of age were arrested and printed more often 
than persons of any other age, during 1953-54, according to the age 
data shown by offense in table 2 5. Age groups in which the greatest 
number of Minnesota arrests occurred following 18 _are 19, 24, 20, and 
23, respectively. These five age groups combined include more than 25 
percent of the total arrests. 
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Fifty percent of all records received were of persons less than 
28 years of age. However, the median age of persons charged with some 
of the more serious crimes is somewhat lower than 28 years. Median 
ages of persons charged with robbery, burglary, auto theft, and rape 
are 23.0, 22.2, 21.1, and 23.5 years, respectively. The oldest median 
age, 39.5 years, is for persons charged with drunkenness. 

The 3,647 arrests are classified by race in table 26 as follows: 
3,141, or 86.1 percent, white; 246, or 6.8 percent, Negro; 184, or 5.0 
percent, Indian; 74, or 2.0 percent, Mexican; and 2, or 0.1 percent, 
Japanese. Compared with the 1950 Minnesota population of persons 15 
years of age and over, there are an unusually large number of non-white 
arrests. Members of the non-white race, exGluding Mexicans, include 
11.9 percent of the arrests and only 0.9 percent of the population. 

TABLE 26. RACE OF PERSONS ARRESTED IN MINNESOTA, 1953-5i 

Race 

Total 

White 
Negro 
Indian 
Mexican 
Japanese 

INSTITUTION STATISTICS 

Number 

8,647 
8,141 

246 
184 
74 

2 

Percent 

100.0 

86.1 
6. 8 
5. 0 
2. 0 
o. 1 

The inmate population of State adult penal institutions and St. 
Peter Hospital for the. Criminally Insane increased 223, or 10.8 per
cent, during the past year. A total of 1,103, or 48.2 percent, of the 
2,288 inmates confined as of June 30, 1954 were housed at Stillwater 
Prison. Most of the inmates placed on parole during the year were 
from St. Cloud Reformatory. Movement of population figures are shown 
m table 27. 

Slightly more than two-thirds of the 1,846 inmates in Minnesota 
adult penal institutions have prior records of conviction for felony 
or gross misdemeanor offenses according to Bureau files. An additional 
147, or 8.0 percent, are serving time as a result of violating proba
tion sentence or parole on their first conviction. Only 436, or 23.6 
percent, of the 1,846 inmates are in prison after their first convic
tion without being given a chance on probation or parole. Included 
in this group of 436 are 114 persons serving time for criminal homi
cide. 

TABLE 27. MOVEMENT OF POPULATION IN ADULT PENAL 
INSTITUTIONS AND ST. PETER HOSPITAL FOR CRIMINALLY INSANE, 195,-5, 

St. Cloud Shakopee 
St. l'eter Stillwater Reform. Reform. 

Movement Total Prison for Men for Women Hos pitall 

Population July 1, 1953 2,065 1,000 748 47 270 

Admissions - total 1,050 421 534 34 61 

Conmitted by court 569 295 233 18 23 
Youth Coomiss ion (YCC) 148 145 3 
Returned from parole or 

conditional release 194 76 109 8 1 
Returned from escape 16 3 8 5 
Transfer 123 47 39 37 

Discharges - total 827 318 434 31 44 
Expiration of sentence 158 90 66 2 
Sentence commuted 4 4 
Uncond it iona 1 discharge 54 20 29 5 
Paroled 378 154 205 17 2 
Conditional pardon, etc. 1 1 
Medical reprieve, etc. 48 21 18 9 
Deaths (na·tura 1 ca uses) 10 5 1 ~ 4 
Escapes 11 2 7 2 
Trans:fers 153 22 105 1 25 
Other 10 2 2 6 

Populat~on June 30, 1954 2,288 1,103 848 50 287 

1 MaLe and femaLe combined. 

Stillwater Prison has the highest percentage of repeaters of the 
three institutions and, also, has inmates with the longest records. 
Of the 216 other first conviction cases_ at Stillwater, 98 are serving 
tirre for crimin'al homicide. The highest percentage (55 .8) of first 
conviction cases is at the Women's Reformatory in Shakopee. Data 
concerning prior conviction records of inmates are shown in table 28. 

TABLE 28. INMATES IN ADULT PENAL INSTITUTIONS BY 
NUMBER OF PRIOR FELONY OR GROSS MJSDEMEANOR CONVICTI.ONS 

Number of inrm.tesl 

Conviction 

Total 

First conviction - total 

Violated probation or parole 
Other 

Stillwa t.er 
Tota 1 Pr is on 

1,846 

583 

147 
486 

1,-021 

265 

49 
216 

Repeaters - Total 1,263 756 

St. Cloud 
Reforrm. tory 

782 

294 

92 
202 
488 

Shakopee 
Reformatory 
for Women 

43 

24 

6 
18 

19 Juvenile 2 __ 1_8_5 _____ 1_0 _____ 16_9 _______ 6 __ _ 

Second 589 320 260 9 
Third 252 199 50 3 
Fourth 185 127 7 1 
Fifth 44 43 1 
Sixth 27 26 1 
Seventh 21 21 
Eighth and over 10 10 

1 Population as of January 1, 195~. 
2 Includes prisoners~ $ervea time at a juvenile correctionaL institution 

prior to present terms. Juveniie commitment records of other repeaters were 
not coun tea • 



The number and percent of inmates, with prior felony or gross 
misdemeanor conviction records, are shown· by crime of confinement in 
table 29. An attempt has also been made to classify prior convictions 
as similar or dissimilar to the crimes of confinement. The figures 

. show 88.5 percent of the inmates serving time for auto theft have 
prior conviction records compared with only 40.0 percent for those 
confined for homicide offenses. The data further indicate that persons 
confined for auto theft, forgery or checks, and burgl,pry are most 
likely to have a similar prior conviction. Persons confined for crim
inal homicide are least likely to have a prior similar. conviction on 
their records. Considering all of the cases, 1nmates are more likely 
to have a dissimilar prior conviction than a similar prior conviction. 

TABLE 29. INMATES IN ADULT PENAL INSTITUTIONS 
HAVING A PRIOR CONVICTION RECORD1 BY CRIME OF CONFINEMENT 

Inmates with prior conviction~) 

Total 
inmates 

Crime confined2 Percent Total 

Total 1,846 68.4 1,263 
Criminal homicide 190 40. O 76 
Robbery 198 75. 8 150 
Aggravated assault 74 62. 2. 46 
Burglary 204 81·. 9 167 
larceny 412 77.i 320 
Auto theft 130 88. 5 · 115 
Forgery and checks 230 81,. 9 186 
Rape; carnal knowledge 116 50. 9· 59 
Other sex offenses 128 45.3 58 
Abandonment 116 45.7 53 
Other offenses 48 68. 8 33 

1 Inctudes prior feLony or gross misdemeanor convictions. 
2 Popuiation as of January 1, 195~. 

Number 
Similar Dis!'limilar 
crime (s) crime (s) 

628 785 
7 69 

89 111 
9 37 

96 71 
141 179 

69 46 
112 74 

15 44 
21 37 
11 42 

8 25 

Records on file in the Bureau show 444, or 24.1 percent, of the 
1,846 inmates had served time in juvenile correctional institutions. 
The number of inmates with juvenile institution records is shown by 
institution in the following: 

Total Number Percent inmates 

Total 1,846 444 24.1 

St il:b,ra ter prison 1,021 159 15. 6 
St. Cloud Re .f orma. tor y 782 278 85.G 
Shakopee Ref orma. tory 43 7 16.8 

Patients examined under Minnesota's psychopathic personality law 
during 1953-54 numbered 29. The probate courts committed 25 of the 
29 patients examined to the following institutions: St. Peter, 12; 
Rochester, 5; Moose Lake, 4; Fergus Falls, 3; and Anoka, 1. Four 

persons examined under the "sex case II law the past year received 
dismissals. However, one oi these four persons was committed as a 
senile person and one.was placed on probation. Four of the 29 patients 
were examined in Ramsey County, 7 in St. Louis County, and 18 in other 
counties. 

The law defines a psychopathic personality to be "the existence 
in any person of such conditions of emotional instability or impul
siveness of behavior, or lack of customary standards of good j udgrrent, 
or failure to appreciate the consequences of his acts, or a combina
tion of any such conditions' as. to render _such pei-soi:i .. 'irresponsible 
for his conduct with respect to sexual matters and thereby dangerous 
to other persons." 

CHART 8 

(DATA OF T~BLE 29) 

RECIDIVISM BY CRIME OF CONFINEMENT 
". . 

PERCENTAGES OF INMATES IN ADULT PENAL INSTITUTIONS JANUARY I, 
19~4 HAVING A PRIOR FELONY OR GROSS MISDEMEANOR CONVICTION RECORD 

CRIMINAL HOMICIDE 190-

OTHER SEX OFFENSES 128-

ABANDONMENT 116 

RAPE-CARNAL KNOWLEDGE 116 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 74 

ROBBERY 

LARCENY 412 

FORGERY 8 CHECKS 230 

BURGLARY 204 

AUTO THEFT 

-OTHER OFFENSES 

'TOTAL 

25 
PERCENT 

50 
I 

75 
I 

100 
I 



A total of 338, or 91.4 percent, of the 370 patients e~amined 
since 1939 have been committed by the probate courts as psychopathic 
personalities. Patients examined and committed since the law was 
established are shown by year in the following: 

Patients Patients 
Year examined committed 

1939 . 32 31 
1940 • 35 34 
1941 . 22 22 
1942 • 15 14 
1943 • 11 11 
1944 .. . . . .. . . . 12 10 
1945 (January-June). 8 7 
1945-46 2-6 23 
1946-47 38 34 
194-7-48 21 19 
1948-49 21 2-1 
1949-50 25 22 
1950-51 22 21 
1951-52 u 19 
1952-53 29 25 
1953-54 29 25 

Total 370 338 
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